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Mid was a happy thought" f ai, the: 
Mayor to have the diss of the of 
the annual budget’ pas on in public, 80 
that the people who have topay, the 


the nature of the obstacles to tax-reduction, 

Among the obstacles developed. yesterday, 
was the opittion of Mr. Ketty that the ¢ler- 
ical work of the Board of Aldermen. court 
not be done for less than $18,000 a | year ;’ 
that the Finance Department, with but half 
the work imposed-on it during the adminis- 

tration of Mr, KEuiy’s © predecessor, 
needs . $27,500 a year more. ‘than 
it did then; and that the services: 
of the Corporation Attorney sre worth 
$6,000 a year. Mr. Ketiy’s determination. 
that no reduction should ‘be made'on the 


salaries of his department was sustained by. 


Tax Commissioner WHRELEE, who retains 
his office because of the refusal of.the Tam-" 
mahy-Republican combination in the Board 
of Aldérmen to confirm @ successor not ap- 
proved of by Kxuuy.; If all propositions 
to. effect a saving on the City. expenses 
for next year are to be negatived by. the 
united votes of Messrs. KeLLyand WHEELER, 
it is obvions that the people will be cheated 
out of one of the fraits of their victory of 
last November, and that the only means by 
which the rule of extravagance ‘and cor- 
ruption ¢an be broken is to see. that 
no Alderman’. who has betrayed 
the cause which he was elected 16 
represent has a chance to repeat the of- 
fense. ‘The very intimate connection be- 
tween a respectable Board of Aldermen 
and a system of .local government ¢ither 
efficient or economical jwill become more 


apparent with each succeeding meeting of 


the Board of Apportionment. 
— — 
THE BUSINESS ELEMENT IN THE 
CANVASS. 

The position of the business element in 
the campsign; as fairly represented by the 
tone and. purport of Mr. Carrrenpen’s 
argument, contributes largely to the pros- 
pect of Republican success. It is the -re- 
straining forcein our politics, and the ap- 
peals to which it responds are not of the 
kind that emanate from violent partisan- 
ship on either side. It is not disposed to 
encouragé needless excitement, and still 
less to foster an agitation cohducted on ex- 
aggerated data with the view of intensify-' 
ing sectional-hostility. . Its impulses as well 
as its interests are conservative, and the 
ordinary demagogue seeks its help in vain. 
If it is habitually cautious, however, it is 
also quick in its appreciation of the tenden- 
ey of a party’s policy and of the spirit in 
which that policy is sustained. The meet- 
ing in Cooper Institute indicates the drift 
of business opinion and the part which it 
will play in next Tuesday’s contest. 

Merchants and bankers rarely are ‘great 
talkers. They do not waste words: in: the 
discussion of a subject whose various phases 
have been adequately presented.. But they 
like frankness as muchas they like brevity, 
and regard with suspicion a cause whose 
advocates, for prudential reasons, refuse to 
open their mouths in public. . The construc- 
tion they place upon the Tilden-Robinson 
tactics is therefore unfavorable. . They say 
that a party whose leaders shrink from a 
statement of its. purposes, and leave in: 
doubt questions which passing events have 
invested with importance, cannot be worthy 
of-confidence. The fact is noted, that from 
the opening of thé campaign until now, the 
regular Democratic -organization has 
held. but one meeting in «this «city 
and. one jin Brooklyn; and that at 
neither .. of these gatherings . Was 

& satisfactory ‘effort made to remove the 
ground of the prevailing distrust. ’ Spehker 
RaNpatt is the only talker of national pre- 
tensions who was imported for either of 
these ocessions, and his speeches leave the 
party where it previously stood in the esti- 
mation of the business community. 
circumstances ‘it might have been 





supposed that some pains would have been | 


taken to define the position of the party in: 
New-York as the ‘topics uppermost 
in the minds of thoughtful men. Nothing 
of the sort occurred, * Mr, RanpAut, ‘fol- 
lowing the cue ; , given ¢ from. Albany, 
resented the action of his ‘par- 

in > the’ ,matter of economy,’ but 
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In ex-. 


ognize the a peep of: coblitarsting 
causes of quarrel, and of bringing together 


; peoples now alienated. But neither feeling. 


‘for interest blinds the business class to the 
oonditions under which the sectional quar-. 
rel has been revived. The South having 
‘forced @ vital issue. upon the North and 
‘having proclaimed that with the help of 
New-York it intends to rule, these’ men 
accept the Republican Party as the power 
to be relied upon for the frustration of. 
the scheme, The question as they see it is, 
not whether the North shall be the muster 
of the Union, but whether the Union shall 
‘pe governed on the basis of justice and: 
“gquality, as the. North desires, or on the 
basis of sectional supremacy, and the appli- 
cation of obnoxious sectional ‘principles, 
“which the South proposes, with the aid of 
the New-York Democracy, to establish. 
And in this light the business meh can give 
but one answer. Concerning the financial 
question, their minds are influenced by a 
similar train of thought. The glorification 
of resumption as it is does not deceive 
them. Common sense teaches them that 
resumption isin jeopardy,as long as the 
Treasury cohtinnes, as Mr. CHITTENDEN re- 
marks, ‘‘to manipulate the banking and 
‘ourrency business of the country with legal- 

tender) notes.” The same teacher im- 


“presses on them the peril of a° silver coin: 


age that will ultimately make the mainte- 
nance of a gold standard impossible. They 
are conscious that in regard to these 
dangers the. Republican Party 1s in need of 
education ; but they know thatit is teachable, 
which is more than the Democratic Party 
can pretend to be, and that to Republicans 
alone must the country look for the comple- 
tion of ‘the work which their organization 
has already in.good part performed. 
—_—_— 


THE BANKS AND THE GOVERNMENT. 

“It is mow generally understood that the 
Government will enforce the spirit'and the: 
letter of the National Banking act, which 
forbids the certifying a check on an account 


‘which is overdrawn. The Controllerof the 


Currency has made known to the Examiner 
in this City his intention to, this effect, and 
he has announced, according to Washington 
dispatches, his purpose permit. neither 
violations nor evasio the law. © That 
this determ been arrived at a 
little tardily is only too plain. Proper vigi- 
lance on the part'of the officers of the 'Gov- 
ernment, both local and central, and 
greater décision and firmness on the part of” 


‘the Controller, would have entirely pre- 


vented ‘the development of the di ficulty, 
and it would have saved the Government’ 
from the shatge of reviving a law which 
had become a dead letter, and of discrimi- 
nating against sa. particular class of busi- 
ness which had acquired a certain prescrip- 
tive right to existence, But it is better late 
than never. It should not be forgotten that 
the supervision of the national banks is a 
most delicate and difficult task, icvolvying 
the greatest responsibility, In direct pro- 
portion ag the law gives power to the Gov- 
ernment should be, the-care and thor- 
oughness* with which it is exorcised. For 
the Government, by the véry fact of 
its: supervisory power, becomes the 
sponsor for the banks: It assumes 
theduty, of protecting the public from all 
the evils which the law guards against, and 
the public relies on the Government to do 
that which, in, other conditions, would. de- 
pend on private vigilance, Im a sense, the\ 
‘public is disarmed: to the exact extent to 
which the Government is armed. It gives 
Up the weapons which the law places in the 
hands of the Treasury officers. The responsi- 
bility of the latter is, therefore, very great, 
and, the principles of the Banking act being 
conepded, the last. thing for which the 
Government officers onght to be blamed is 
theenforcement of them’ with the utmost 
‘strictness. Happily, the conduct of the. 
Currency Bureau has, in the main, been of 
excellent kind, and it has, in its present. 
‘Aetermination the prestige of a very faith- 
‘ful’ and impartial administration to fall 


“béck upon. 


| Te will be perceived that the brokers have 
‘glaimed, and the banks have to some extent 
adopted, the expedient, if it maybe called 
one ‘without reflecting upon the good faith 
of those who have resorted to it, of brokers’ 


‘| oredits. ‘That is, o credit is opened with 
cage cece for » longer 





ot shorter term— 


pie a stash 

subject to this. limitation,» 

only $1,000,000 paid up 08 

allow such a credit to any one acconnt 
exceed $100,000; a bank of $500,000 | 
capital would be. confined to $60,000; a 
bank. of: $150,000 capital to $15,000, on 
any one account. “It will thes be seen that 
any bank oO credits ‘such as have 
been described would be subject to inspec- 
tion by the: Examiner to ascertain, first, 
whether such credits were’ properly pro- 
tected, and then, if they were not, whether 
‘they were kept within the proper limits, 
Under a searching and impartial adminis- 
tration of. this portion: of his. duties, the 
Controller might prevent any serious re- 
newal of {the improper practices against 
which he has just taken precautions. He 
would certainly be required ‘to. do ~every- 


thing in his power to that end. 
—_—_—_——_-_ 


KELLY'’S WARNING, 


Once upon atime, Controller Kxtiy was: 
ata alub dinner given to Mayor Coopzr, 
then about to enter upon the duties of his 
office. Naturally, the speeches made by 
the guests dwelt on thé labors and perplex- 
ities of public station. Controller Kexuy, 
who has been an office-holder with but 
few interruptions. ever -since he de- 
serted his trade of mason and grate-setter 
for that of politics, gave the new Mayor 
‘some friendly advice, This was thonght | 
tobe very good of the Controller, for, if 
anybody needed good advice, it was the man- 
who was about to take office for the first 
time in his life; and if any man was ¢om- 
petent to givd sound counsel, it was the man’ 
who had elways been in office, or hunting 
for office. And it . was taken, very 
kindly that the Controller should ‘say, in ef-> 
fect, to the Mayor-elect that he [Krtuy} 
would find in fhe Mayors friend and brother 
with whom he should be happy to ¢o-oper- 
ate in the governing of: this great City. 
Growing more. and more ‘genial under the 
influence of the good cheer, he added thatif 
the Mayor ever wanted a friend and brother, 
he would find him in the. Controller. 

On that memorable and now historic ocea- 
sion, Controller Keniy. speaking from the 
heights of a vast experience,solemnly warned 
the Mayor-elect to beware of the newspapers. 
He thought that the Mayor, whom he esti- 
mated'to be a well-meaning man, and the 
Controller, whom he knew to be such, could 
get on admirably together if the newspapers 
could only be kept still. The newspapers, 
‘he said, would make things lively for the 
Mayor just as soon as he got fuirly into har-’ 
ness. There sat the out-going Mayor, Mr. 
Eny, to whom the Controller pointed as an 
awful example. He. was-one who had tried 
tobe a man and a Tammany agent at the 
same time, and very warm work he had 
found that to be. Mayor Exy, said Con- 
troller Ketiy, had no sooner. explained 
things to one newspaper, and had got that 
battery silenced for a while, than anothér 
opéned on him, so that his whole time was 
spent in running around and ineffectually 


trying to keep thé newspapers quiet, And. 
the kind-hearted Controller admonished the 
Mayor-elect that this era. of good feeling 
and compliment was brief, and that he 
would be soon, too soon, overwhelmed with 
newspaper Griticism and even abuse. But, 
in any event, he, the great Keuty, would 
stand by him and be his counselor, guide, 
and friend. 

How well the Controllerhas fulfilled his 


promises it is not necessary here to say, but 
it is evident that the man who'should have 


taken to heart Jon Keuny’s counsel to be- 
yare of the newspapers was JouN Ke.y 
himself. He might have traly ssid to the 
incoming Mayor that nobody but a rogue or 
a demagogue need dread the newspapers. 
‘The sequel has proved. that the Mayor did 
not need the Controller’s warning. He has 
got on in his office fairly well, and without se- 
rious criticism sign 8 newspapers, except 
from one quarter, and that quarter, strange. 
to say, is Jonn ‘Ketny’s, On the: other 
hand; if, the torrent. of: mveotive which 
Mr. Kutzy poured: ‘out on’ the” newspapers 
of this City (excepting those which he con- 
trols) the other ‘night means . -anythieg,. 
it means that he is the: man who has 


felt the lash of honest. eriticism against 
which he warned the Mayor.’ It is an old 





‘saying that ndrogue @er felt the halter draw | Mr 


"With good opinion of the law, ‘and Mr. Kxt- 


Lyslow« of the press, of: 
| Deus Kearney, is due 2S eae | no 
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day, to ; tall ‘and authentic. sc- 
‘sount of the great McGinnis maynery: 
—X—X—X—X—X—X——_ 
ee etd Mr. Jou B, Govan was sadly at'sea 
respecting the facts, at the reception given in his 


ed | Donor at the Broadway Tabernacle the other night, 


oa vga 8 Signa such, 
a philosophic disposition as we should wish 
to see in a Governor of this State. Fastidt- 
ous ‘people will. b ‘yery likely to say that. 
Mr, ide ab tion of himself, the other 
night, wasjin ‘the worst possible taste, val- 

gar, ‘and entirely out of. ‘eharacter in a can- 
didate for a high office ; atid impartial men 
will be sure to say that one wlio falls into & 
tage. at the plain words of the newspapers 
in’ # political contest, advertises to the 
world. hig vulnerability to honest oriticism. 

Fa) 


THE M’GINNIS MYSTERY. 


It. is only recently that the facts in the 
case of Mri and Mrs. McGinnis, of Green 
Bay, Wis., have been made public. It will 
be remembered that early last July Mr. Mc- 
Ginnis, who is'‘a worthy gentleman, eminent 
in the lacal brick and mortar transportation 
business, appeared at his post of temporary 
duty—the new Marray block—in a state of 
profuse contusion. . His general appearance 
suggested that he had been engaged in a 
difficulty with a locomotive engine running 
at full speed, and that subsequently all the 
coal dust in the tender had been poured 
over him. | Of course, little was said to him 
on the subject, as he showed: a disposition 
to reticence by knocking down the. first. 
man who indelicately called public atten- 
tion-to him. People quietly assumed that 
Mr. McGinnis had reasons for declining to 
explainthecondition of his countenance, and 
felt that the less they might say about it 
the better. - 

Later in the day it was reported that Mrs. 
McGinnis was even more obtrusively black 
and blue than her husband. The. milkman , 
asserted that her face was swollen almost 
beyond recognition, and that he never; in 
his whole life; had seen = woman with such 
an apparently total absence of teeth and 
eyes. Other witnesses confirmed the milk- 
mah’s story, and it was soon confidently as- 
serted that the McGinnises had been en- 





‘gaged in a conjugal fight.of the most.lively 


description. 

Good people were greatly pained by this 
report. Mr, McGinnis had long enjoyed the 
reputation of being a sober, hard-working 
man, exceptionally fond of his wifé, and quite 
a model to other husbands. Mrs. McGinnis 
was similarly believed to be sober and kind- 
lyin her disposition, and was even noted 
for her smiling good-humor and her fond- 
ness for her husband. How could these 
loving: and estimable people. fall out and 
chide and club one another? This was not 
only a mystery tothe public, but a source 
of much grief. That the McGinnises should 
set so miserable an example to the rest 
of the inhabitants of -Green Bay was. cer- 
tainly deplorable; and the suspicion that 


‘bad whisky was not wholly unconnected 


with the affair was perhaps the most pain- 
ful feature of the case. “ 

Neither Mr,; MoGinnis’ nor his, wife 
deigned to'furnish Green Bay with any ex- 
planation of their: bruises. Gradually the 
black and blue.of their “respective coun- 
tenances dis&ppeared... Mrs. McGinnis’s 
eyes emerged from their eclipse, and, al- 


though her missing, teeth did not return, 


the smiling sweetness of. her face was but 
little impaired. As for Mr. McGinnis, his 
face regained its hormal condition in’ aboat 
four or five weeks; with the solitary -excep- 
tion of his nose, which had ‘been too much 
discouraged to be able to, reassert its origi- 
nal prominence. The pair seemed to be as, 
happy as in the old days, and the public 
‘perceived no further signs of either intem- 
perance or bad temper. Very unexpectedly; 
Mr, McGinnis himself sbandoned, a few 
days ago, his policy of silence, and gave to 
@ prominent citizen of Green Bay « fall ex- 
planation of the mystery which had so long 
‘been impervious to'solution. « 

Green Bay. in the Summer séason is inor- 
dinately addicted to’ mosquitoes, which in 


size and ferocityfar eclipse the largest mos-- 


uitoes of New-Jersey or Rockaway Beach. 
hare te thosqulte-anttings fn the McGin- 
nis house, as there arein all other Green 
Bay houses, but last July an accident ren- 
dered the mosquito-bar in. the window . of: 
Mr,’ MoGinnis’s - 
“course, ‘the mosquitoes ‘swarmed in, and 
Fevongeesss = ‘Mrs. 
ated frame of minds. On o 





the argoment that aniversal beer-drinking is pres 
ventive of habitual drunkenness fails to the ground 
‘when tried by thé test of observation. Tadeed, mak- 
ing an allowance of 10 of 15 per cent. for the ten- 
deney.to exaggeration that enthusiasts always ex- 
hibit; either consciously or unconsgiously, his state- 
ment that the habit of drinking is making rapid but 
insidious progress among respectable English vomen, 
and that actual drunkenness is not an uncomnuion 
thing with British wives and mothers, is not one that: 
should be permitted to pass without eomment. Mr. 
Goves quotes no statistics in support of his’ asser 
tion, and this fact: will doubtless form the basis-of an 
objection preferred -by those who have adopted 
the view that s dozen glasses. of beer per day 
‘te preventive. of drunkenness. In the nature 
of things, ‘however, accurate statistics of drunken- 
Hess among women are \not attainable, and in 
forming an opinion, every man must fall back upon 
is own means of observation. At the same time, it 
‘Must be owned that the leading. Bishops, Deans, 
Canons, and under clergy of a powerful but eonser- 
vative establishment: would not be 
likely to take up the total abstinence movement, as 
they are now doing, unless they saw danger within 
thelr.own dioceses and parishes. Bishops and Deans 
did not preside at Jour. B. Gouan’s meetings twenty- 
five years ago; and, as tor the movement he repre- 
sented, it. was regarded by the upper clergy as the 
hobby ofa few noisy fanatics. The British physi- 
clan is equally,active, and such men as Sir Hunry 
THOMPSON, and the acute RICHARDSON are not to be 
whistied down the wind by statements that beer is 
liquid bread and whisky « first-class prophylactic. 
AR SAS DEO LONE 


The newspapers are republishing s poem, 
"Sooner or Later," and attributing its authorship to 
FLORENCE McDomaup, the unfortunate’ woman 
who lately shot S. A: Hickey, a dramatic agent, in 
Olneinnati, and then killed herself. They were 
found in heralbum, with many other melancholy 
bits of verse, and, being signed with her name, were 
supposed to have been written by her. ‘* Sooner or 
Later” is fullof the sad mortuary sentiments sup- 
posed to ‘possess young women who are desperately 
in love with mén incapableof reciprocity, whieh was 
the case.with the unhappy woman in question. The 
poem was printed, some years since, in the Atlantic 
Monthly, snd was written, we believe, by Mrs. Har- 
Bint PauscorT SPorrorD, We have seen it stated 
that Piorence MoDonatp ‘had rate literary 
ability, and her poems were favorably nientioned. 
She seems to have had sufficient taste to copy eredi- 
table verses, but not talent enough to create them. 
She was originally a baliet-girl at a Syracuse thea- 
tre, and ballet-girls are not asa rule severely intel- 
lectual. ' If she had had mind enough to write the 
poems in her album, she would probably have had 
foo much good sense and: pride to love a man who 
eared nothing for her. Persons may write very sen- 
timental verses, but they seldom act them out. They 
leave the folly and the tragedy the verses suggest 
to their readers. 

eR ee 


The great Peace Congress which mat at Na- 


- ples, the other day, to promote the general disarma- 


ment of Europe, has come to an abrupt end, dissolv- 
ing in a promiseuous row. While the members were 

discussing the excellence and advantage of pacific 
measures inside; the Neapolitans outside were fleree- 
ly bellieose, and posting the walls with placards in- 

séribed ‘‘ Live Trieste!” ‘Live Trent!” ‘Death to 
Austria |” and other-war bulletins. This is very like 
human nature, which seems destined to be eternally 
unregenerate.. There is no doubt that universal peace 
would be the beat thing forthe world; that a general 
disarmament of Europe would do more forit than 100 

years of the wisest legislation. Reason shows this 

conclusively ; peace, therefore, is not likely to be es- 

tablished, since great bodies of men can never be 

made reasonable. “Individuals are often rational, 

and can bebrought to see the inestimable value of 

peace; -but humanity at large can hardly be weaned 

from ‘pugnacity. While mankind is as self- 

fab, egotistic,. rapacious, and irritable as it 
now is-and it. is. much less so than | it 
has been—strife <and conflict will be un- 

avoidable. Even the men who are. pacific 

in theory are belligerent in practice. The hardest 

conflicts that have ever been waged have been waged 

by people opposed on principle to fighting. No 
human creature is so formidable an adversary, once 

proused, as the man who loves peace and is contina. 

ally saying ao. All animals, from man to mouse, 

will fight on sufficient. provoeation, and the 
gentlest woman is sometimes as fierce as & hungry 

tigress. A story. published in Tas Times months 
ago, illustrated humanity. A stranger invistea on 
otcupying an engaged room at a Frankfort-on-the- 
Main hotel, fought desperately for its possession, and, 

when finally overconie, proved to be an American 
member of the World's Peace Society. It is unsafe 
to count On Any man as 4 non-eombatant. Persons 
who have so. ealculated have had cause to rue it. 


EEE 

“Those: Americans ‘who intend spending the 
coming Winter in the Preneh capital should not dis- 
tegard the adyice of their countrymen who have 
been to Paria before them. 
while ‘*abroad” will depend upon the position and 
choice of an apartment in the gay capital. A sunny 
exposure ls a positive necessity, if colds, conzhs, and 
rhoumatisms) ate to be avoided. An “ entresol” 
may be convenient. to some lodgers, but it is s dan- 
gerous place to sleep in, for the simple reason that 
it ts ill-ventilated and unhealthy. The ground floor 
is even worse, and should never be occupied by 


Americans exeept in midsummer. and not even then 


unless the season is a hot and dry one. Besides 
‘the danger from taking .¢old, the risk of typhoid 


fever is one not to be lightly incurred. Nor should 
“pedroom useless... Of | 
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